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DA GILLETT & CO
P.D. BOX 165
BENCUEBBIN WA,
6477

23 dugus: 2000

Chyis Kirby !
Sacretary MMLCDC '
Cr PO Bon
Begcon WA

5472

DBerr Chiris

T mim writing to emphasize my kenmuine concerns regarving the draining of Beacon River
via open deex droingge which pronosed to ;e Hicough o pEOperty.

Alizoegh in favour of'the concept of draining “sakt back to the ses™ 1 fool the anplicant
in his hasty quest for sointions fo his salinity prehlem kas sverlooked o COTIOEIE,
cither through ignorance ar aof thought due o the msk 1o 22ply for Gevernmens
funding whick, closes on Eie 308 August 2000,

[ will not provide uncondition support for such a praject and wiki certanly nof be
making any financial soatobutibns to it inchiding any maintenznce in the fiture eto,

A poriten ofour fanm (locatiog no's 737 & 732) which has heen ear marked for
approx 3.75%on of apen drai ta tremznart waste snd saline water to the Lake
MeDermorr sysferr, bas oo si h of salitity or shallew water f2bls whatspever and is 2
bighly productive part of aur b[.\sinm

Chr 5018 copsists mainty of beayy Salmon Gum coutvey imterlaced Wwith sand seams
througlrous the profle which hps poor water holding ability and is imsuitable for &deep
tranafir drain. ‘We have two dims on the property dose to the proposed drain which
leakc weter extremaly fase. Thd water boldiag silorete Jayer i at 2 depth of four to six
metres g8 indicated Sy recent deilling.

The preposed drain which willleak like a sieve” has an svsvage degrth of only 2.3.§

metras.
Asmentioned bafore the e of the drein i< te tramsfer excess salt and wakez ko
Leke MoBermott from an whete land owners have had a fong term salizity

Following iz 4 tist of coneems feparding the proposed drain which have st becn
sddressed:

1. Haw il the waste water Y prevenied fiom comtaminating cur farm (Eithes
throngh sespage or averflow).

X feel subsurface sealed piping s the only option.

2. Who will maintedii and cleag. my section of dreir as 1 will provide no fisencial or
physicat help. (Dueto the ' grade a small ehstruction will severely inpede the
flow. not o mention i rezidifes.)
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3. Asthis proposcd drait will divide my paddacks witet will be done to provide
machinery sccess avross the .

4, Who, in the event of problews arising from the dsin shall be Bable 2o provide
campensation it those tandowners affacted,

3. What sciectific devices will He in place ta monitar benefiis or pioblems associated
with the drain

6. Who is respansibile for wateg management and flw coniro assointed with the
drain.

Although some of fhese concerks ave of 3 minor nature they all need to be addregsed
20 solutioes found for my appfeval. Only thery can [ support this deain profect.

Yours

C.C. GHD, Shire of Mt Mafstall, Yohn Duane,
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Sachise Farming
POBC-x 30
Bencubbin WA 6477,
Ph [08) 95351257
Fex {00} 96551261
11NN 2000

Aex Campbel

CfQ Don Crawford

Chair

State Selnity Council

Fax: 92257745

Dear Alesx,

Re: Dreinage Project initiated by John Dunne 1o drain the “Beacon River” Lhrough
‘Lake McDermott” and subsequently itled Beacon River Catchment Salinity
Magagement Projeet.

| am writing wih concem zbout this oroposed drain and project prepared by
Jorn Dunne and Gutteridge, Haskine and Davey {GHD) Pty. Lid. The Mourt
Marshali LCDG has supported 2 motion of conditional suprort fr a feasibility
study only at the recent A.G.M. This was also conditional on the suppart of 28
affected landownars from Job Rd & the Mount Marshall Shire southam

boundary. it is extremely zlarming that this proposal now seeks funding for 8

drair inyear | of the project. Indeed the whole process seems extremely rushad.
| find the proposal short of detailed analysis and thus would like 1o raise some
issues of concermn. | have previcusly wiitten fo the MMLCDC, Mount Marshalf
Shire Council, GHD ant John Dumne detailing points of conoemn on 25/68/2000.

Our property is the second one immadiately North of Lake McDermnott. The
proposed drain wiolld extend 7.5 kms through Mirghan Locations

592,596, 588,603. The situation is further comp¥eated with major waltarways
entering the system from tha Wiest ( Couper’s Cresk catchment ) and the Morth
East { Eyenning catchment ). After significart and exiended rain events afl three
systems flow considerable water sitt and debris joining each other at different
intervals and Beeoming one towards ihe southem end of Ninghan Location 593,

The dreinage proposal appeaes to have some mejor concemns far our entemprise:

(1) Brain Leakage: The suface bores we have dilled in the area of the proposed
dra’n (o measure groundwater) indicate s depth of 4 — 6 metres fo 2 layer
suitable to hold and contain water. The scil above this is wel] drained loam that is
unsuitable fora seaed drgin. Indeed suriace and below surface water drains
readily dosrmwasds. Lining of the drain may be proposed as a sclulicn. This
option could have vary high ongoing maintznance raquirementis and cieaning
gifficulties. Ifthe propcsad drain were {o leak, then this immadiately adds ta our
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groundweater problams. The Beacon River catchiment is an extremely large
system which, combined with our £x'sting calckments, could food cur valley at
such 2 rate any reckfication strategies, if they were implemented, would come
too late. In any case, jeaksge is certainly not acceptable in 2ny form.

{?Drzin Blogkaoe; The gradient is extremely shallow. Any impedimenk could
easily block the fiow. A3 well we have the other two catthiments mentioned
sarlier. After a oading rain these systems, and any other flow info the drain itself
woitld deposit sand, it and debyis into the drein causing blockage. As the drain
goes further downstream with large amourts of wafer entering &, there seems
great potential for blockages o ocour. The shellow gragient s mentioned earfier
onfy Turter comptcetes the problem.

(3}Drain Maintenarce: I the drain was not mainained properiy then further
leakages blockage problems would ocour. Wha is responsible for meintaining and
funding this? The drain wouid be in existence for genesations to come, faom
cwnership will change, the maintsnance goes on. The cost over time wilt excesd
the initial workes. Vho will fund this and what safeguards ars ia place 1o ensune
compliznce over millennium?

{4]Hydrology, Engineering znd impact Data: The prepueal is being pushed elong
&t a very fast pace . When wili we have some date available to nate any beneiits
and impacts the drain would have? Is any landowner likely to be affected? Vilhat
is the impect on the Lake McDermott reserve itself?

{5)Management: Who will be responsible for managing and controling iha drain?
Such things as water flows, leakaga, mzintenance, impact measurement.
conlamination, budgeting, umauthorized modticatons or additions,
compensation, tile ! control covering the drain etc nesd 1o be considared.

(6) Cast How will the project and maintenance requirements be funded both
short and long term? Any claims for compensafion or payment default issues
dealt with?

{718esl Landcara Practice: This can only be sncouraged as we look towands
better water managament, higher waler use cropping and pasiure systems
combined with such 1hings as forage perannials, spedific farm forestry options
etc. More research and development {e.g. better legqume syslems ] is needed
however, Strategic groundwaler pumping {contzined on farm) could 2lso help. it
has been digturbing however to see bush still being cleared recently in the
Bescon River catchment.

I am sympathetic to thase farming in valey profiles —indeed | em one. | know
some farmsrs and landowners may fee! strong pressure to Fast track this dainag?
proposal. Indeed | can only support the colieclion of data for the:
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drainage pzojeci at present. However, because of the issues involved, only some
of which 1 have cutlined, any dacision for e drain to proceed does not have my
endorsement or support at thés peint in lime. Thankyou and 1 remain

Yours Faitivfully,

Tony Sachse



